
Dukes County Commissioners

Minutes

Wednesday, November 15, 2017
4:00 p.m.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA

Dukes County Commissioners (DCC):  Gretchen Tucker Underwood – Vice Chair, John Alley, Tristan Israel, Bob Zeltzer, Christine Todd and **David Holway - Chair
**Attended via telephone 
County Staff Present: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade – Asst. to County Manager, Paulo DeOliveira – Register of Deeds, Noreen Mavro Flanders – Treasurer and Ann Metcalf – Asst. Treasurer, Chuck Cotnoir – Emergency Management Director
Others:  Joanie Ames – MVTV    
Gretchen called the meeting to order at 4:01PM.
Minutes: 
John/Gretchen made a motion to approve the minutes of 11-1-17 as presented. So voted. David yes, John yes, Christine yes, Gretchen yes and Tristan yes and Bob abstains. Motion carries. 

Review of Charter Study Commission Study: 
Tristan said the last Charter Study was done in 2008 and was suggested that every eight years the study be reviewed. He said he would like the County to have a group of Island residents do a formal study or an informal study as it may be beneficial to help the County coordinate with the communities we serve and see what the County is doing well and where improvements can be made. A discussion was held. The DCC agreed to have this item on their next agenda.

Appointments – Retirement Board, MV Commission and Dukes County Health Council: 
Gretchen said there are three appointments for consideration. The Dukes County Health Council (DCHC), Martha’s Vineyard Commission and the Dukes County Retirement Board.  A discussion was held. Martina said DCHC has recommended the appointment of Mike Joyce to fill an open position because a person resigned. The appointment for Dukes County Retirement Board (three year term) and Martha’s Vineyard Commission (one year term) and must be filled by December 30th. Martina said the County received one letter of interest for reappointment to the Retirement Board from Roger Wey. Tristan said he would volunteer for short term on the MV Commission if the DCC cannot appoint someone by the end of the year.

Tristan/Bob made a motion for the County to advertise for the Martha’s Vineyard Commission and the Dukes County Retirement Board. So voted. David yes, Christine yes, Tristan yes, Bob yes, Gretchen no and John no. Motion carries.  

Christine/Tristan made a motion to appoint Mike Joyce to the Dukes County Health Council for the remaining term of Karen Kukolich. So voted.  David yes, Christine yes, Gretchen yes, Tristan yes, Bob yes and John no. Motion carries. 

Cell Phone Coverage Up Island – Discussion: 
Bob said the cell phone coverage up Island is very bad; if a person drives on North Road or Middle Road there is no coverage in 90% to 95% of the time. Bob would like the County to discuss this issue with the Selectmen in West Tisbury, Chilmark and Aquinnah to create a map that shows where there is coverage and where there is not. A discussion was held. Christine said other communities like Chappaquiddick have spotty cell phone coverage too. Tristan said he considers this a regional problem as there are areas in Tisbury too with spotty coverage. Tristan said Martina should contact the State to ask if there is some kind of data that already exists for the DCC to review. 

Manager’s Report:

· Courthouse: Martina said she is still working with the insurance company for the claim from the water damage.  
· VNA Building: Martina is working on a bid package to lease the second floor. 
· FY2019 Budget: Martina is finalizing the budgets for the regional programs. 
New Business:

Gretchen asked if the DCC could meet at 4:30pm during the winter months. A discussion was held. Christine, John and David said they would prefer to keep the meeting start time at 4:00pm.
**David left the telephone conference call at 4:31pm.

New Business:

Tristan said there is a Steamship Authority meeting on November 16th at the Woods Hole library that will be discussing the traffic for the Vineyard. He said some of the DCC should go, as they will be discussing issues like a weighted vote. 

John/Gretchen made a motion to adjourn. So voted. Gretchen yes, John yes, Christine yes, Bob yes and Tristan yes. Motion carries.

DCC meeting was adjourned at 4:38pm
Certified by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the Official Records:

· Agenda
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